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FESSENDEN WILL REPLACE STEWART AS CHAIRMAN 
OF CHEMISTRY AT UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
Dr. Ralph J. Fessenden, a member of the faculty at San Jose State College in 
California, will replace Dr. John M. Stewart as chairman of the University of Montana 
chemistry department in September.
Dr. Stewart is resigning from his position as chairman after nine years in order 
to devote full time to research and teaching. During that time the department has grown 
from a faculty of six to thirteen and a Ph.D. program has been initiated within the last 
year.
Dr. Fessenden, a Missoula native, received his B.S. in chemistry from the University 
of Illinois in 1955 and a Ph.D. from the University of California in 1958. He joined 
the chemistry department at San Jose State following his graduation from UC.
The 34-year-old appointee has published 16 research papers in major chemical journals 
and has received numerous grants from the National Science Foundation and the National 
Institute of Health in support of his research endeavors. Remainding funds from two 
large current grants to Dr. Fessenden from the National Institutes of Health will be 
transferred to the Univeriity of Montnna to support his research.
Dr. Fessenden is the only recipient of an Alfred P. Sloan research fellowship from 
a California state college. At present, he is on leave from his teaching duties to spend 
full time on research.
Dr. Fessenden's major reaearch interest is in the preparation and testing of silicon- 
containing organic compounds of potential medicinal interest.
The new chairman's father, Douglas Fessenden, was head football coach and director 





an M.S. in chemistry from the University of California and has been a co-worker with her 
husband in many of his research activities.
Prior to joining the UM faculty in 1946, Dr. Stewart was a research chemist for the 
War Production Board and for the California Research Corp. He has received numerous 
research grants from the Research Corp. of New York and the Petroleum Research Fund 
of the American Chemical Society and has published 16 professional papers describing 
his research findings.
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